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Hadhrat Ubay ibn Kaab #-*ic: 
The Nabi & instructed Ubay ibn Kaab *-*s explaining: Say the Takbir at the end 
of each surah, until you complete your recital of (the last twenty two surahs) of 
the full Qur'aan. 


The Takbir: 


Sg SSN ay 5 «651 aiolg aI ANY 
There is none worthy of worship besides Allah, and AHah 
1s the Greatest, and all praise 1s due to Allah (alone). 


Rulings: 

Recite the Takbir in an audible, moderately soft voice only, with a short pause after 
each Surah, the Takbir shall be recited once only. (i.e. before the Bismillah of the 
next Surah). During a full Khatmul Qur'aan, recite the takbir from the end of 
Surah Ad-Duha ‘ ~45i}, and continue to the end of Surah An Naas ¢ _»l31}. (i.e. for 
the last twenty two Surahs). The recital of this Takbir is sunnah and meritorious. 
However, it is neither incorrect, nor a sin if the recitation of the Takbir is omitted. 


THE METHOD OF KHATMUL QUR'AAN 


The masnoon method (procedure) for the Khatmul Qur'aan is that when the recital 
of the full Qur'aan is completed (Khatam), then one should immediately start the 
reciting of the next Khatam. 


Rasulullah £6 during his recital of the Qur'aan, when arriving at Surah An-Naas 
{ 31}, always paused there, then recited Surah Al-Faatihah (...0 Gola! au JandT) 
together with Alif Laam Meem ‘ oral », upto Muflihoon ‘{ @4}%4éss1}, and thereafter 
made du'aa. 

Rasulullah #3 has said that it is very much liked by Allah Ta'aala # that whenever 
the recital of the entire Qur'aan is completed, then the next recital is immediately 
commenced and then stopped at Muflihoon, ¢ @ 43441} after which the du'aa is made. 


DUA' AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE QUR'AAN 


It is reported in several Ahaadith that Rasulullah #5 has said that the acceptance of 
du'aa upon the completion of every Khatam of the Qur'aan is assured. In one Hadith it 
is stated that: "When a person completes the Qur'aan the Malaaikah (Angels) kiss him 
between the eyes'. In another Hadith it is reported that: 'Whosoever completes the 
Qur'aan during the early hours of the day, the Malaa-ikah ask Allah Ta'aala 8 to 
show mercy on such a person for the balance of the day. Likewise whoever 
completed it at the commencement of the night then the Malaaikah ask Allah # to 
show mercy on such a person for the balance of the night'. It is reported that 
Rasulullah #6 has said: "Whosoever recites the Qur'aan and performs du'aa 
thereafter, then four thousand Malaaikah will say Aameen upon his du'aa. 
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ca 


Allah the High Sublime has spoken the truth! and His noble Nabi #3 has spoken 


the truth! and upon that, we are amongst the witnesses! O our Sustainer 


accept from us, indeed You are All Hearing and All Knowing. O Allah, grant 
us in return for every letter from the Qur'aan a sweetness and from every 


chapter (portion) thereof a reward. O Allah, grant us 


with (the recitation of every) alif; ulfah [love] eae AIL 
with (every) baa, barakah [blessing] AS eld § 
with (every) taa, tawbah [repentance] (45 35 SOL 5 
with (every) thaa, thawaab [reward] lAlgelUL § 
with (every) jeem, jamaal [beauty] SKF pled § 
with (every) haa, hikmah [wisdom] eS sESb 5 
with (every) khaa, khair [goodness] 6 (= LIL S 
with (every) daal, daleel [proof] ¢ 5 5 SAIL § 
with (every) dhaal, dhakaa [intelligence] ZK JNSSL 5 
with (every) raa, rahmah [mercy] eee ap 3 
with (every) zaa, zakaah [purity] B55h sls 3 
with (every) seen, sa'aadah [good fortune] (Slaw os 5 
with (every) sheen, shifaa [cure] ¢ sas KESL § 
with (every) saad, sidq [sincerity] Bi pslasl § 
with (every) dhaad, dhiyaa' [light] Ase a SLEIL 3 
with (every) taa, taraawah [tenderness] ¢ & 517 S SUBS 3 


— = 
with (every) dhaa, Dhafar [victory] ¢ \ Zab clsl 5 


Pagers oO) 19. 


with (every) ghain, ghinaa [independance ] ile Gash 3 
with (every) faa, falaah [success] (at GaSL 3 
with (every) qaaf, qurbah [nearness] ¢ Ag -BSLAL, 5 
with (every) kaaf, karamah [nobility] dal -S BIL 5 
with (every) laam, lutf [gentleness] ees eSUL 5 
with (every) meem, maw’izah [counsel] Abe 3 erably 3 
with (every) nun, noor [light] ¢ Ia Pogl § 
with (every) waaw, wuslah [connection] ALS glglly 5 
with (every) haa, hidayah [guidance] (4g lia sls 3 
and with (every) yaa, yaqeen [conviction] ARK stall, 5 


- 


Mee EBS 5 SSSI SN 9g SIS ad 715 cece Of IL Rail GUI 
GEASS Ai 55 oles Lee Of 55 9s 03 OB Le EE 2 515 51S 


he 55531 Ge gé de 2 ol sloladis 1 515 9 2G sla} 485 5! Gavolse 
HES Hobalsss Le [esd sole 55251940 53) 15 3135 5 


> 
SA Da 


S ee See < 22 =f Sa BG S63 . - APE A HAS 
abel A os ee ad es sia se5~ 


PR ae ssichabe tah tals ac3- si ots! 


O Allah let us benefit from the Magnimous Qur'aan and elevate us with its 
verses and Glorius zikr. And accept from us our recitation and pardon us for 
any errors or forgetfulness or distorting its meanings or advancing or 
delaying it or adding or omitting to it or interpreting it incorrectly to that 
which you had revealed. Or entertaining doubts or misgivings or recitation 
in an inappropiate tone or making haste in recitation or displaying indifference 
or rushing through it or twisting the tongue. Or undue stopping or continuance 
or inaccurate utterance or Idghaam without mudgham or making needless 
Izhaar or making madd, tashdeed hamzah sukoon or reading other than 
how You have written. Or for being unresponsive to the verses of mercy and 


punishment. Thus forgive us and write us down from amongst the witnesses. 


Illi 


Contents 


Page 4 of 19 


BL 5 OY IB 0 GS 5 OP IU SIE 3 5 9 ofp 58 555 GU 
AN LE 5 23 32 al 9 51S BLS GS/s ests 
SEES ASS GIS Sg AS 5 lee 5 ffi WI 525 ds SN 8 57 

LEIS Ge SALEM 5 SSRI PAN CS 5 Olds Labs TSI on 


© 


O Allah enlighten our hearts with the Qur'aan and decorate our character 
with the Qur’aan and save us from the Jahannum by means of the Qur'aan 
and enter into Jannah by means of the Qur'aan. O Allah make the Qur'aan 
our partner in this world an a companion in the Qabr, a light on the Siraat 
the best friend in Jannah and a shield against the fire of Hell and a guide 
that will lead to every act of righteousness. And decree for us perfection 
and bless us to fulfil from our heart and tongue and love, good fortune and 


glad tidings of Imaan. 


Cag iey ers ales [5 as! 


And salutations of Allah be upon His best creation Mohammed #§ who is 
the manifestation of Allah's kindness and the noor of his that is attached with 
the Throne. Enumerable peace be upon our Master Muhammed #3 and upon 


his family and upon his companions. 


-— Ww 
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O Allah, I ask You of every good, which may come soon or which may come 
later, which I know or do not know; and I seek refuge in You from every evil, 
which may come soon or which may come later, which I am aware or which 
I know not; And I ask of You Paradise and of every word and deed that may 
bring me close to it; and I seek refuge from Hell-Fire and of every word and 
deed that may bring me close to it; And I ask of you every good, which Your 
slave and Messenger Muhammad #5 asked from You and I seek refuge from 
every evil, from which Your slave and Messenger Muhammad #3 sought 


refuge in You, and I ask of You what ever You decree for me, make its 


ultimate end good for me. 
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CAUTION REQUIRED IN PRONUNCIATION 


There are certain places in the Qur'aanul Majeed where even a little negligence 
can make one guilty of the unintentional utterance of words of Kufr. The changing 
or transposing of a Fathah/Zabar ‘=, Kasrah/Zer <> or Dhammah/Pesh ‘=* can alter 
the meanings of words, and to intentionally recite incorrectly can plunge one into 
the act of a major sin, so much so that it can lead one to the brink of Kufr. These 
Ayaahs are denoted by a broken line below them and the symbol * in the margin. 
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THE AYAAHS OF SAJDAH TILAAWAH 


There are 14 aayaah of the Qur'aan after the recital of which Sajdah Tilaawah 
becomes waajib and has to be made. These are indicated by the word #4! (As 
Sajdah) shown in the margin; and also by a line under the Sajdah word in the 
specific Aayah. (Note: The second Sajdah in Surah Haj is to be performed by the 
Shafi'ees only. The sajdah in Surah Saad is not a Sajdah Tilaawah for them. This is a 
Sajdah-ush Shukr for them and should be performed only out of Salaah. The 
niyyah for this is: "Nawaitu Sajdah-ush Shukri lillaahi Ta-'aala’). 


When reciting or listening to the Qur'aan and on completing the recital of any of 
these Aayaah it is waajib to perform a single sajdah immediately. (According to 
Imaam Shafi - it is Sunnah). However, if one is unable to perform the sajdah 
immediately then it could be performed soon after. This Sajdah is also waajib 
upon a person who listens to it whilst in a state of Janaabah. However, this sajdah 
is not waajib for women when they listen to an ayaah of Sajdah whilst they are in a 
state of Haydh or Nifaas. 


If an aayah of sajdah is recited in Salaah, then the sajdah must be performed 
immediately in the Salaah. The method of performing the Sajdah Tilaawah (in 
Salaah) is to complete the recital of that specific Aayaah and then immediately go 
down into sajdah whilst saying: 'Allaahu Akbar' and recite the Tasbeeh of Sajdah, 
thrice. After the sajdah return to the standing position whilst saying 'Allaahu 
Akbar'; and continue the recital without reciting 'Bismillaah’. 


If an Aayaah of Sajdah is repeated several times while seated in one place, then 
only one Sajdah is waajib. When one sajdah aayaah is recited at several different 
places; or if separate aayaah are recited at various different places; then the 
corresponding number of Sajdah’s will have to be performed. A small house or 
the chamber of the Musjid is regarded as one place. It is desirable to recite the 
Aayaah of Sajdah inaudibly to avoid making the sajdah waajib upon others who 
are within hearing distance. It is makrooh to recite the Qur'aan and deliberately 
omit reciting the Aayaah of Sajdah to avoid performing the Sajdah. 


How to Perform the Sajdah Tilawaah 


The same conditions regarding Tahaarat, Wudhu etc. that apply to Salaah are 
applicable to Sajdah Tilaawah. Sajdah Tilaawah is prohibited whilst the sun is 
rising, precisely at noon, and from the time the colour of the sun changes before 
sunset until the sun has fully set. 


The Hanafi Method: 


It is Mustahab (desirable) that one performs Sajdah Tilaawah immediately after the 
aayah of sajdah had been recited. However, there is no sin caused by a moderate 
delay when carrying out the waajib sajdah soon thereafter. It is makrooh and 
sinful to indefinitely delay fulfilling such waajib Sajdah Tilaawah. When one is 
not busy in Salaah, the best method for this waajib sajdah is to stand upright and 
say: Allahu Akbar (without raising the hands) then go straight down into sajdah, 
recite Subhaana Rabbiyal A'ala' thrice, then rise out of sajdah and whilst standing 
up say Allahu Akbar. Such sajdah will also be correct or complete and valid when 
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one had proceeded into Sajdah Tilaawah from the jalsah (sitting posture like that 
in Salaah), and ended it coming up into a sitting posture. 


The Shaati'ee method: 


It is sunnah to first say the niyyah while standing for Sajdah Tilaawah thus: 
"Nawaytu Sajdah Tilaawati lillaahi Ta'aala'. Then recite the Takbeeratul I[hraam 
(whilst lifting hands as in Salaah, and folding the arms briefly) by saying; 'Allahu 
Akbar', and perform one sajdah. Thereafter whilst standing up say the Takbeer and 
then recite the Tasleem (salaam) to complete the sajdah. 


AYAAHS OF SAJDAH 
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DUA FOR MEMORISING THE QUR'AANUL MAJEED 


It has been reported by Tirmidhi, Haakim and others that Sayyidina Ibn Abbaas # 
reports that he was once in the Seu deed of Rasulullah #8 when Sayydina Ali 
came in and said: 'O Rasulullah #8 You are dearer to me than my father and 
mother. I try to memorise the Qur'aan but cannot do so, as it vanishes from my 
memory’. Rasulullah #8 said: shall I tell you of a method that will benefit you, as 
well as those to whom it is conveyed by ee You will ae able to retain whatever 
you learn’. At the request of Sayyidina Ali #, Rasulullah #6 said, 'When the night 
preceding Friday comes, rise up in its last iia portion, if possible, for that would 
be excellent. This is the best part of the night as this is the time when angels 
descend, and prayers are specially granted at this hour. It was for this particular 
time that Hadhrat Yaqoob #£) had been waiting for; when he had said to his sons 
that he would, in the near future, pray to his Allah for forgiveness for them. If it is 
difficult to get up at this time then you should do so in the middle of the night, 
and if this too is not possible, offer the four rakaat in the early part of the night. 
After reciting Surah Faatihah in each rakaah, Surah Yasin ‘ 53» should be recited 
in the first rakaah, Surah Dukhaan ({oté)i» in the second, Surah Alif Laam Meem 
Sajdah ‘8i%<5i» in the third and Surah Mulk ‘ euaii in the fourth. After completing 
At-Tahiyaat (Glorification of Allah in the sitting posture in Salaah) you should 
praise and ey Almighty Allah abundantly, invoke peace and blessings on 
Rasulullah #8 and on all the Prophets *-" and seek forgiveness for all believers 
and those Muslims who have passed away and then recite the following dua: 


= 
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O Allah have mercy on me by enabling me to avoid sins as long as You keep me 
alive; and have mercy on me by enabling me to avoid falling into those things which 
do not concern me; and grant me the good insight in those things that will cause 
YOU to be pleased with me. O Allah, the Originator of the heavens and the earth, the 
One of Supreme Greatness, Beholder of absolute independence, Who exceeds in 
nobleness and courtesy, and Possessor of Dignity which is incompre-hensible. I 
beseech YOU, O Allah, O Beneficent One, In the name of Your Supreme Greatness 
and of the light of Your Countenance to cause my heart to memorize Your book as 
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You have taught me (the same), and grant me that I may be able to recite it in such a 

manner which will cause You to be pleased with me. O Allah, the Originator of the 
heavens and the earth, the One of Supreme Greatness, Beholder of absolute 
independence, Who exceeds in nobleness and courtesy and Possessor of Dignity 
which ts incomprehensible. I beseech You, O Allah, O Beneficent One, In the name 
of your Supreme Greatness and of the light of Your Countenance to illuminate my 
vision (with the Noor) of Your Book, and set my tongue free with its (fluent) recital, 
and to remove the grief of my heart with it, and to enlighten my mind and openly 
clear my chest with it, and to wash away (the sins) of my body with it. Certainly 
there 1s none except You to support and assist me in (attaining) the truth, and none 
except You can give it to me. And there 1s no protection (against evil) and no power 
(to do good) except with the help of Allah, the Most High, the Most Great. 


Rasulullah #6 further said to Hadhrat Ali # 'Repeat this act for three, five or seven 
Fridays. If Allah wills your prayer will certainly be granted. I swear by Him who 
made me a Prophet that the acceptance of a believers prayer will never be missed". 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbaas # reports that hardly five or seven Fridays passed when 
Sayyidina Ali # came to Rasulullah #6 and said: 'Previously I used to learn about 
four aayaat; but I was not able to retain them, and now I learn about forty and I can 
remember them as clearly as if I have the Qur'aan open before me. Previously when I 
heard a Hadith; and then repeated it, I could not retain it; and now I hear Ahaadith 
and when I narrate them to others, I do not miss a single word". 


TA'AWWUZ AND TASMIYAH. 


Ta'awwudh: PAN pa ESN ic ail 321 
Tasmiyah: BEN PAM i poo) 


Allah Ta'aala commands us in the Qur'aan: 
PEA BREN Gye sity Lat 2ld Of78i) 2751518 


'When you recite the Quran seek Allah's protection from shay'taan the accursed’ 
(.e. recite the Ta'awwuz). (Surah 16:98) 


Injunctions and related considerations 

According to the consensus of Ummah , it is a Sunnah to say 7aawwudh and 
Tasmiyah before the recitation of the Holy Qur'aan whether in Salaah or out of 
Salaah. However, the reciting of 72awwudh is confined to the beginning of the 
Qur'aanic recital only. Hence, whenever beginning the recital of the Qur'aan, both 
Taawwudh and Tasmiyah should be recited. 72awwudh should not be recited when 
starting a new Surah during Tilaawat. It is also not musnoon to recite 7a awwudh 
when beginning any other act, besides the recital of the Qur'aan. 


All Muslim scholars are unanimous that Bismi//ahir-Rahmanir-Rahim is a portion 
of Surah Al-Naml. They also agree that besides Surah Al-Taubah it should be 
written and read at the beginning of every Surah of the Qur'aan. During recitation of 
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the Holy Qur'aan, one should repeat 7asmiyah, but not 7aawwudh, at the 
beginning of each Surah, with the exception of Surah Al-Taubah. But if one 
happens to begin the recitation of the Holy Qur'an with this Surah, one should 
recite 7a awwudh and Tasmiyah both. 


Rulings: 

1. Bismillahir-Rahmantr-Rahim is a verse of the Holy Qur'an and a part of the 
verse in Surah Al-Naml; it is also a regular verse when it occurse between two 
Surahs. It must, therefore, be treated with as much respect as the Holy Qur'an 
itself, and it is not permissible to touch it without having performed wudu 
(ablution) or when in a state of Haidh, Nifaas or Janaabah. It is not allowed to 
even read this verse as recitation of the Holy Qur'aan before having taken a ritual 
bath. One may, however, recite it as a form of prayer before beginning a work; 
like taking one's meals or drinking water under all conditions. 


2. There is consensus amongst all the Imaams that the 7aawwudh and Tasmiyah 
should be recited at the beginning of the first rakah in Salaah. They do however 
differ regarding the Tasmiyah in Salaah on whether it should be recited audibly 
or inaudibly. Imaam Abu Hanifah # and many other Imaams prefer that it 
should be recited inaudibly. Imaam Shafi # prefers that it be read audibly. 


3. In the course of Salaah, whether one is reciting the Holy Qur'aan loudly or 
silently, one should not recite 7asmiyah before beginning a Surah just after the 
Surah Al-Fatihah. Such a practice has not been reported either from the Holy 
Prophet #6 or from any of the first four Khulafa. However there is a complete 
agreement among the scholars that it is not makruh or reprehensible for some one 
to recite 7asmiyah in this situation (Hanafi). 


THE ETIQUETTE OF RECITING THE QUR'AAN 


Before commencing Tilaawat: 


¥ Perform Wudhu. It is Haraam (prohibited) to touch the Qur'aan without 
Wudhu. 


vy It is permissible to recite the Qur'aan without Wudhu from memory, without 
handling it. 

vy It is not permissible for a person, on whom ghusl is compulsory, to recite 
the Qur'aan at all, even from memory. 


v Use a Miswaak and ensure that the mouth is thoroughly cleansed of any 
strong or offensive smell such as garlic, raw onion, cigarettes, cigars, 
tobacco etc. 


vy The respect for the Qur'aan should be regarded as binding upon every 
Muslim at all times. Sit in a secluded place facing the Qieblah in an 
extremely dignified manner. One should not lean against anything or stretch 
out ones legs or lie down whilst reciting the Qur'aan. 

vy The Qur'aan must be placed on an elevated position such as a Qur'aan stand, 
desk or pillow. Do not place the Qur'aan on the musallah (carpet), the 
Mimbar or any place on which people stand or sit. 


v 
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The use of Itr (permissable fragrance) is recommended before recital. 


When commencing Tilaawah and during Tilaawah: 


v 


The niyyah (intention) for the recital of the Qur'aan must be solely for the 
purpose of gaining Allaah's pleasure and to obtain His favour. 


Before commencing Recite Durood Sharief an odd number of times followed 
by Ta'awwuz and Tasmiyah. 


Recite the Qur'aan with complete attention and humbleness and in a 
dignified manner, as if you are reciting in response to Allaah's command, 
and also that you are in His presence and that He is listening to your recital. 


When one is alone it is better to recite aloud. However, when one is reciting 
in a Musjid or where others are occupied in their Ibaadat, or there is fear of 
showing off, then it is best to recite softly. Recite in a melodious voice 
because this has been emphasised in many Ahaadith. Do not sing the verses 
or imitate the manner and style of the non-Muslims, for this is totally 
forbidden. 


It is waajib (compulsory) to recite the Qur'aan Kareem correctly. Do not 
recite with haste but make an effort to recite with Tarteel (fluency) and with 
Tajweed (according to the rules of recitation). 


When reciting with comprehension; then upon reaching an aayaah 
describing mercy, ask for Allah's mercy, and when reciting an aayaah in 
which punishment is depicted, then beseech Allah to save you from such 
punishment. On an aayaah pertaining to Allah's Glory and Sanctity, one 
should say: Subhaanallaah (Allah is free from all faults). Masnoon dua's 
have to be recited after certain aayaah. These are shown with this symbol 
(%) on the aayaah and the dua is printed in the margin. 


An effort must be made to understand the Qur'aan; and where one is not 
conversant with the Arabic language, he should endeavour to understand the 
meanings of particular aayaah from the Ulama, or from studying authentic 
translations. The Ahaadith of Rasulullah £5 strictly prohibits the translation 
and interpretation of the Qur'aan to suit ones own views, more especially 
and specifically so, when one is not fully acquainted with all the related 
sciences of the Qur'aan. 


Try to shed tears while reciting, even if one has to compel oneself to do so. 


One must not talk during the Tilaawat of the Qur'aan. If an important matter 
has to be discussed with anyone then the recital should be stopped and the 
Qur'aan closed. If anyone desires to continue reciting thereafter, then he 
must recite the Ta'awwuz and Tasmiyah and then continue from where one 
has stopped. 


It is reported in one Hadith that whoever has recited the Qur'aan and 
thereafter praised Allaah and conveyed blessings upon Rasulullah and 
then, asked for forgiveness from his Sustainer; indeed he has asked for 
goodness from its very source. 


Do not place any other book, kitaab or object (hat, cap, turban or spectacles, 
etc.) on the Qur'aan during or after recital. 
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¥ Do not turn your back towards the Qur'aan before, during or after recital, and 
do not sit with the Qur'aan in such a position that it faces someone elses 
back. sit on a place that is higher than the Qur'aan when the Qur'aan is 
within sight nor on a place that is higher than the Qur'aan when the Qur'aan 
is within sight. 

v If one feels tired and begins to yawn while reciting the Qur'aan, then the 
recitation should be terminated and only continued after having rested. 

v After terminating the recital, put the Qur'aan into a Juzdaan (pouch) and 
then place it respectfully on a high shelf, or any other safe place. 

y It is sinful to carelessly discard torn or worn pages of the Qur'aan. 
Unuseable (loose) pages must be put into a clean, Taahir (pure) wrapper and 
buried in a Taahir (paak) and clean place. 

¥ Besides the Qur'aan, other pieces of paper or things with the names of 
Allaah and Rasulullah must not be shown disrespect by being carelessly 
discarded at places where these would be trampled upon. 
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RECITATION OF THE QUR'AAN 


When to recite the Qur'aan: 

The most suitable time to recite the Qur'aan is after Fajr Salaah. The most virtuous 
time is the latter part of the night. It is also desirable to recite the Qur'aan between 
the times of Maghrib and Esha salaah. The Qur'aan should be recited at any time 
of the day or night provided one is not in the state of Janaabat etc. (i.e., in need of 
compulsory Ghusl). Tilaawat is allowed during the Makrooh times of salaah as 
well. 


Extent of recital: 

According to the Jamhur (general body of Ulama) there is no limitation on the 
maximum period in which one Khatam should be completed. The reciting should 
be completed within such time as is convenient. Some Ulama however, say that 
the maximum period should not exceed forty days. This means that at least three 
fourths of a Juz should be recited daily. If for some reason this extent could not be 
recited on that day, then the missed portion should also be covered on the next 
day, so that the Khatam can be completed in forty days. This view is supported by 
a Hadith in which it is reported: 'Whoever delays the completion of the Qur'aan 
for more than forty nights has delayed it considerably’. 


Some Ulama are of the opinion that a Khatam should be completed once every 
month, though it is preferable to complete a Khatam every week, since this was 
the practice of most Sahaabah #. One could start the recital on Friday and could 
recite the one Manzil (halting stage) daily, so that the Khatam is completed on the 
following Thursday. (These manzils are clearly marked at the top of every page). 
According to Imaam Abu Hanifah # it is ones duty to recite the Qur'aan at least 
twice a year (i.e. two Khatams). Therefore, under no circumstances should one 
recite less than this. 
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THOSE SURAHS OF THE QUR'AAN WHICH ARE 


TO BE RECITED IN SALAAH 
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Waathila _ relates that Rasulullah #: has said: 'l have been given () 353 lazcs! (As 
Sabat Tuwal) in lieu of the Torah, at (Al Me'een) in lieu of the Psalms, 3 esi Al 
Mathaani) in lieu of the Bible and Laas (Al Mufassal) as a special favour for me. 


The first seven Surahs are called 'As Sabat Tuwal' (the seven longest ones), the 
next eleven are called 'Al Me'een' (Surahs consisting mostly of about a hundred 
Aayaah each) the following twenty Surahs are known as 'Al Mathaani' (oft repeated 
Surahs), while all the other remaining Surahs are 'AI Mufassal' (the explicit ones). 
It is Masnoon (Sunnah) to recite the 'Al Mufassal' in the fardh salaah. These surahs 
are divided into three sections and are to be recited in the five Fardh Salaahs as 
follows: 


Fajr and Zuhr: The longer ones of the Al Mufassal. These are from Suratu/ Hujuraat 
(Surah 49) to Suratul Inshiqaaq (Surah 84) - eres Spe 


Asr and Esha: The medium ones of the Al Mufassal. These are from Suratu/ 
Burooj (Surah 85) to Suratul Qadr (Surah 97) - .238\ BLo3) 


Maghrib: The short ones of the Al Mufassal. These are from Suratu/ Bayyinah 
(Surah 98) to Suratun Naas (Surah 114) - ers. jas 


THE RECITAL OF QUR’AAN IN SALATUL TARAWEEH 


1. It is sunnah to recite the entire Qur'aan in the twenty rakaats of Taraweeh 
during the month of Ramadhaan. During such complete recital, the 
Tasmiyah should be recited audibly, once before the Qiraat of a Surah. 


2. If there is no person who can recite the entire Qur'aan in the Taraweeh 
Salaah, then any Imaam should recite the last ten Surahs of the Qur'aan, 
(from surah Al Feel to the end), twice in twenty rakaat. 


3. If an Imaam has recited the Qur' aan in twenty rakaat of Taraweeh in one 
Musjid then he is not allowed to lead another Taraweeh Jamaat hereafter in 
another Musjid. 


4. To recite the Qur'aan so hastily in Taraweeh that the words are not clearly 
pronounced, is sinful. In such a case, neither the Imaam nor the muqtadies will 
receive the anticipated reward. 

5. It is the unanimous verdict of the Ulama that any child (who has not yet 


reached the age of puberty) should not lead the congregation for Taraweeh 
or any other Salaah. 
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RUMUZ AL-AWQAF: STOP SIGNS 


(Extracted from Ma'ariful Qur'aan) 


A useful step taken to facilitate recitation and phonetically correct pronunciation 
(alawah and tajwid) was to provide signs with Qura'nic sentences which could tell 
the nature of making a stop (breathing) there. These signs are known as the 
‘rumuZ (signs) or alamat (symbols) of awgaf (stops). Their purpose is to help a 
person who does not know Arabic to stop at the correct spot during his recitation, 
and thus, avoid causing a change in meaning by breaking his breath at the wrong 
spot. Most of these signs were first invented by Allamah Abu Abdullah 
Muhammad ibn Tayfur Sajawandi #&. (A/-Nashr fi al-QIra‘at al-'Ashr, 1/225) 


Details about these signs are given below: 


This letter 227m is an abbreviation of a/-waqf al-/azim. It means if a 
stop is not made here an outrageous distortion in the meaning of the 
verse is possible. So, it is better to stop here. Some phoneticians of 
the Qur'an have also called this a/-wagf al-wajib or the obligatory 
stop. But this is not wajib of fiqh which brings sin if abandoned. In 
fact, the purpose is to stress that making a stop here is the most 
preferable of all stops. (a/-Nashr, 1/231) 


This letter 72’is an abbreviated form of a/-wagf al-mutlag. It means 
that the statement stands completed at this point. Therefore, it is 
better to stop here. 


This word is gifwhich means 'stop' and it is inserted where the reader 
may possibly think that a stop was not correct there. 


This letter Za’is an abbreviation of a/-wagf al mujawwaz. It means 
that making a stop here is correct all right, but the better choice is 
not to make a stop here. 


This is a symbol for saktah. It means one should stop here breaking 
the sound but not the breath. This is generally inserted at a place 
where assimilated reading is likely to cause an erroneous projection 
of meaning. 


At this sign of wagfah, one must stop a little longer than saktah 
(pause). But, breath should not break here too. 


This letter Sad is an abbreviation of al-waqf al-murakhkhas. It means 
that the statement has not yet been completed at this point but, 
because the sentence has become long, here is the place to breathe 
and stop rather than do it elsewhere. (a/-Mianh al-Fikriyyah, p.63) 


This letter gaf is an abbreviation of qgi/la alathi | 'waqf It means 
that some phoneticans of the Qur'an identify a stop here while 
others do not. 
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This is an abbreviation of a/-was/u awla which means it is better to 
recite in assimilated continuity. 


This is an abbreviation of gad yusalu, that is, some stop here, while 
others like to recite on in assimilated continuity. 


This letter /2’is an abbreviation of /a tagif- It means do not stop here, 
but it does not imply that making a stop here is impermissible, 
because there are certain places bearing this sign where making a 
stop brings no harm and making an initiation from the following word 
is also permissible. Therefore, the correct meaning of this sign is: If a 
stop is made here, it is better to go back and read over again. 
Initiation from the next word is not approved. (a/-Nashr, 1/233) 


This letter Jim is an abbreviation of a/-wagf al-jatz and it means 
that it is permissible to stop here. 


Optional to pause or to continue.* 
This ma’ is an abbreviation of "m7u'anagah". This symbol is inserted 


at a place where a single verse has two possible explanations. 
According to one explanation, the stop will be made at one given 


place, while according to another explanation, this will be at another 
place. So, a stop can be made at either one of the two places, but 
once a stop has been made at one place, it is not correct to stop at 
the other. However, if a stop is not made at both places, that will be 
correct. It is also known as @/-muqgabalah’. It was, first of all, 
pointed out by Imam Abu al-Fadl-al-Razi 

(al-Nashr, 1/237 and al-Itqan, 1/88). 


Denotes similar rule as at end of preceding Aayah. * 


A small circle on a letter denotes that such a syllable must not be 
pronounced during continous recital, but should be recited when 
pausing. * 


Non-Kufi Aayah * 


29 Ae al A 5351255 
This is marked at places where some /adith report proves that the 
Holy Prophet #5 stopped here while reciting. 


* Not extracted from Ma'ariful Qur'aan 
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Basic Rules of Waqf (Stopping): 


1. A Wagqf is only correct if a breath is taken before reciting the following word. 
To recite the last letter as a Saakin and not to renew the breath is incorrect. 


2. If there appears a Fathah ‘= *, Kasrah ‘>*, Dhammah ‘=* or a Kasratain ‘>’, 
Dhammatain ‘=* on the last letter of a word before a stop, then that letter will 
be recited as a Saakin ‘7’. 


- 


And if the last letter has a Fathatain <= or Mad <; then the last letter is 
read as if it has a Fathah ‘=; on it. 

lelgie El Eee Gale LAB Oe nid; 
If it is a Mushaddad letter i.e. a letter with a Tashdeed ‘=*, the letter should 


be prolonged between 1% and two of itself. The same rules as above apply. 


oN ee Ph ee 
OL55eH O55 jee + hs 


6 ESSGle + Gaal = Ok&2ks = Sksks 


3. If the last letter ia a round Taa ‘3, when stopping; it is recited as a Haa ‘s?. 


Ae SI ee daricCe sl ale KG @ dple 5G 


4. If there appears a Saakin letter after a Tanween, then the Noon ‘oe’ of the 
Tanween_ should be given a Kasrah ‘>* and joined with the following letter. 
This shall be the rule when it is decided not to stop. 


eMos eo callogus  — pablo gs o dion 


When a Stop is made, then the Noon ‘o* of the Tanween should not be 
pronounced when beginning the recital of the following word. 


Sa 98 
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THE ARABIC ALPHABET 
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NS 2 
el ae 
Dhaad ean 


Short Vowel Signs 


Harakaat 
— Fathah (Zabar) 


— Dhammah (Pesh) 
— Kasrah (Zer) 
= 


Extended Madd - Extends the corresponding vowel Tanween 


—  Fathatain (Do Zabar) 
— Dhammatain (Do Pesh) 


—  Kasratain (Do Zer) 


| = Fathah Alit / 4. Fathah Mugaddarah (Khara Zabar) 


(S — Fathah Alif be / .. Fathah Mugaddarah 


5. = Dhamma aia ee Dheramtaty Mucadaaran (Ui Ren) 


Ss = Kasra Yaa / === Kasra Muqaddarah (Khara Zer) Taendocd = ion. Denotes a absence 
‘ Z of a vowel 
Fathah | Fathatain —. Saakin (Jazm) 


oo 
Dhammah “ Dhammatain 


Elongated Madd - Elongates the corresponding vowel 


= Madd-e-Munfassil 
— Madd-e-Muttaassil & Madd-e-Laazim 


Denotes a Doubling 
of a Letter 
— Fathah Mugaddarah —. Tashdeed 


w 
— . 
Kasrah — Kasratain 
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eI Form of Letters 
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Swash Taa Alif Yaa Waw Alif 


Kaf Marbuta Maksurah Hamza — Hamza Hamza 


cS 
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Meem — Hae Jeem 
Common Ligatures 
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Rules for letters following 
a Noon Saakin & Tanween 


ce 
|» 
Is 


No Ghunna if followed by 
any of the throat letters 


ices 
f ales} ) 


Assimilate With Ghunna if 
followed by these letters 
DROS 
Assimilate Without Ghunna 
if followed by these letters 


J» 
If above letters are in | 


\ word No Ghunna will apply ) 
( ww) 


Change theNoon Saakin or 
Tanween into a Meem Saakin 


cn Oe — 
With Ghunna (duration 1 
Alif) when followed by 
Ye 


¢ lax 
With Ghunna (duration 1 


Alif) when followed by 
the following letters 


Sb4bb>Y 


Rules for letters following 


a Meem Saakin é 


spa ales| 


Assimilate the Meem 
Saakin into the Meem 
that follows it With 


\ Ghunna (duration 1 Alif) 7) 


With Ghunna (duration 
1 Alif) when followed 


by the letter 


( aA 5 \ 
spits sigh! 
No Ghunna if followed by 
any other letter, besides 


eS 
ese 
Sun Letters - es 


For the following letters the Laam 
becomes silent and is joined with 
the Alif or the letter preceding it 


OSS b> oH 
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Summarised Tajweed Rules 


The Arabic Alphabet 


Rules of Alif <} 


Lazimah 


Ze ( ‘ 
To read the letter Jahr 
so that an echoing —_____ 
(GER ‘ 
sound emanates Shiddah 
ue sy 
Pees Oi Wale Rikhwah 
following letters, Faas pd 
5 Tafasshi (Gan 
Ch Gar be Isti’la 
It will be read with : Istifaal 
Qalgala Istitaalah) | Vo 
Fr Itbaq 
AS 8 Infitah 
When a fatha precedes a 
sor 9 Idhlaq 
they are called Letters of Leen Ismaat 


reW LoS / Lai 3 5 


| before which there is a 


Pronounced from 
the Nasal Cavity 


a & 4 before which there is a = 
Will be Read 
With Ghunnah 

(duration 1 Alif) 


Ss before which there isa — 


These are known as the Letters 
of Madd - (Duration | Alif Only), 


a 


When a Alif “|? takes on a Harakah 42 + _? 
it changes into a Hamza ‘s” 


The ¢¢ 4 \ \ then act as carriers for the 
Hamza ‘s} 


S saa © 
Duration 1 to 5 Alif’s 


During your recitation be consistent in the duration 
that you have decided on for each of the Madds 


5 a ante 
( <2 Jraasll Lot) =} [reall Lost 
A Harf-e-Madd followed 
by a Hamzah (§) in the 


A Harf-e-Madd followed 
by a Hamzah (§) in the 


Next Word Same Word 
\. Duration 3 Alif’s _/ Duration 3 Alif’s 


VOR an aN 
BSS ele LoS 
A Harf-e-Madd followed 
by a Saakin (9) which is 
caused by Stopping 


\ Duration 1,3 or 5 Alif’s/ 


Pasi 

A Harf-e-Madd followed 

by a Saakin (9) in one word 
or a Tashdeed (w) 
Duration 5 Alif’s 


The Rules of \y 
Full mouth when it has = 4 or 
is 2 and preceded by 2 4 


The Word ai\ 
Recite with full mouth 
if preceded by = + 
Recite with empty mouth 

if preceded by > 


Empty mouth when it has — or 
is 2 and preceded by — 


Makhaarj 


GA ail yr 
Lowest portion of | Pronounced from 
the throat closest the empty space 
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P a | SJ | 
ee e 
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m of the throat of the throat 
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oa ee Ge 
Required 
Stop “a > 
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When the front edge of When the front edge of 
4 the tongue meets the gums the tongue meets the gums 
Continue RRR of the eight top front teeth 
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Q J 
se de 
Stop at one x 5 77 > 
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but not both When the tip of When the front edge 
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St meee -) y 
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When the tip of the When the tip of the 


tongue touches the 


tongue touches the 
edge of the two top 


edge of the two 


4b 9 ue and bottom front (eth top front teeth 
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Not Breath 
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rs) Sat > 
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The lips close completely The lips close at the 


side rounding the lips) 


If there appears — “~ — ™ — onthe 


last letter of a word before a stop, then that 


letter will be recited with a 2 


If there appears 2 on the last letterof a word 
before a stop, then that letter will be recited with a | 


If the letter isa “ the same rules as above apply, 
it will be prolonged between 1% and 2 of itself 
If the last letter is a Taa Marbuta & when 
stopping, it is recited asa & 
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